
Nominate Your Sibling’s Choice  

Siblings often tell us that 
nothing provides peace of 
mind like their sibling with 
disabilities getting good 
care or support to be as 
independent as possible. 

Siblings have learned NOT 
to  take quality services for 
granted.  They know that 
recognizing people per-
forming exemplary care or 
support is important and 
encourages  quality. The 
Sibling’s Choice Award 
gives siblings the oppor-
tunity to recognize individ-
uals, agencies or teams in                     

two categories. 

 Paid or Unpaid family 
caregivers. 

 Paid professionals or 
organizations. 

Does your sibling have 
someone who is providing 
superior support? Nomi-
nate that person!  It’s 
easy!! Download the sim-
ple nomination form at 
www.wisconsibs.org or 
call the office and  re-
quest a form. 
 

Mail it to the WisconSibs 

office. Winners are an-
nounced at Celebrate Sis-
terhood.  Siblings nomi-
nating the winners are 
guests at the event, thanks 
to Sibling Choice sponsors. 
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erous donors, sponsors, and 

volunteers showing their 

support of WisconSibs to 

make it all possible.   

Thank you for a wonderful 

summer.  

Looking forward to fall! 

Summer in Wisconsin.  

There’s nothing like it.  

And there is nothing like 

summer with WisconSibs. 

Teen siblings taking 

strong leadership 

roles at Teen Sib 

Leadership Day. 

Young siblings play-

ing, making friends, 

and gaining confi-

dence, courage and 

teamwork skills be-

tween giggles, water 

balloons and 

s’mores at SibDays. 

Campers excited to reu-

nite with old friends and 

just as excited to welcome 

new siblings to the fold at 

Sib Camp. Adults taking 

steps with their siblings to 

journey forward toward a a 

better life experience in 

the future at Sib Seminars. 

Siblings from Wisconsin 

and throughout the United 

States gathering to sup-

port one another and ad-

vocate for people with 

disabilities at the Sibling 

Leadership Confer-

ence...and finally, our gen-

A Little Bit of Sunshine! 
Thursday 

August 20 

6:00 PM 

 

Sib Social 
Meet Up with adult 

siblings and their guests 

for the first bi-monthly 

social.  Meet at The 

Source Public House, 

890 Lake Rd, Menasha. 

Dutch treat. 

Monday 

August 24 

wisconsibs.org 

Online Celebrate  
Sisterhood  
Registration Opens 
Event: October 20 11:30 am 
Radisson Hotel, Appleton 

Sibshop  
Facilitator 
Training for ages 
16—adult interested in 
leading WisconSibs 
Sibshops 

 

Saturday 

Sept 19 

9am—4pm 

Saturday   

Sept 19 

2-4 pm 

Sibshop on the 
Farm  Nimmer Barn 

8331 M South, Larsen 

Sibshop for ages 6-12 from  
2-4 pm. Family potluck, 
games, and fun. 4-6 pm 

For details about these events and more, 

visit www.wisconsibs.org  

or contact the WisconSibs office. 

2014 Sibling’s Choice Award winner, Holly Wiesler, 
with sisters Lynn Pohlman and Terri Graverson. 

70 siblings (ages 6-12 and teen volunteers) participated in SibDays of Summer in July. 

Sib Supper  
Seminar 

Meet on the beautiful new 

patio at Options for Inde-
pendent Living, Green Bay 
for a light supper and  

experience the latest in 
disability technologies for 
independence.  Meet at the 

WisconSibs office at 5:00 
pm if you would like a ride. FREE 

Tuesday 

Sept 29  

6-8 PM 

(5:00 pm for ride) 

 

Deadline for WI Self-
Determination Early 
Bird Rates 
Event: November 9-11 
Kalahari, WI Dells 

 
Sept 1 

Wi-bpdd.org/sdc 

 

http://wisconsibs.org/


There’s no question, the 
past months have been 
difficult as priorities for 
people with disabilities 
and policies in the ‘15-’17 

WI Budget conflicted.  
 
But there have been 
some gleaming ex-
ceptions that most 
would agree repre-
sent progress in  
public policy. 
 
One of those is the 
Wisconsin ABLE Act 
bill passed in the 
budget that will finally 
allow people with 
disabilities and their 
families to earn and 

save for the extraordi-
nary expenses our sib-
lings often face.  

 

A Better Life Experience 
Act accounts will allow 
people in Wisconsin with 
disabilities to earn and 
save up to $14,000 per 
year to purchase a de-
fined list of items typically 
difficult to buy under cur-
rent income limits. Soon, 
the dream of suitable 
transportation, dental 
care, using assistive tech-
nology to communicate or 
work, buying a home, and 
even attending college 
can be a reality.  
 
Without the ABLE Act, 
people with disabilities 
are limited to $2000 in 
assets to stay eligible for  
for SSI, Medicaid, Wis-
consin long-term care 
programs and other public 
benefits.  

The other good news is an 
announcement by 
the Sibling Leader-
ship Network 
that  the Department of La-
bor has clarified when sib-
lings may be eligible to take 
job-protected leave under 
the Family and Medical 
Leave Act (FMLA).  
 
Before this clarification, it 
was unclear and therefore, 
most employers did not al-
low siblings to take job-
protected leave, even if they 
were acting “in loco paren-
tis” (in place of parents). For 
more information, visit:  
wisconsibs.org/2015/08/this
-is-big-for-siblings-
department-of-labor-clarifies
-leave-protections/ 

Some Good News in Disability Policy 
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Sib Sightings 

Harriet Redman and Ed Ruffolo attended the celebration of signing 
the WI ABLE Act.  Along with many WisconSibs throughout WI, 

actively advocated for the it’s passage. 

Sib Campers loving their Pudgy Pies, Yurts, and 

exploring Door County. 

SibDays of Summer 

SIBVIVOR 

http://wisconsibs.org/2015/08/this-is-big-for-siblings-department-of-labor-clarifies-leave-protections/
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Looking for a simple way to  

support WisconSibs for free?  

Visit United Communities Mission at www.ucmission.com 
and select 

For over a year, a small 
group of people who each 
have at least one sister or 
brother with disabilities, 
has been getting together 
on a monthly phone 
call. Each call gives 
them a chance to 
share stories, con-
cerns, and learnings. 
This group is the 
state-wide Wiscon-
Sibs Advisory Group.   
 
Starting the Advisory 
group was part of a grant 
from the WI Board for 
People with Developmen-
tal Disabilities. The main 
purpose of this group is to 
give advice and feedback 
to the WisconSibs Execu-
tive Director, Harriet, as 
she and the Board of Di-
rectors work on strategic 
direction, program design, 
and network develop-
ment.  
 
In the process these sib-
lings have gotten ac-
quainted with one anoth-
er, discussed challenges, 

and shared ideas for 
dealing with them.  Four 
of the members met one 
another for the first time 
when they represented 

the Wisconsin Chapter at 
the Sibling Leadership 
Network conference in 
Louisville, KY. There, 
they attended sessions 
about future planning, self
-determination, advocacy, 
and sibling research. 
 
Some members of the 
group have been trained 
as Sibshop facilitator and 
started offering Sibshops 
in their areas.  Others 
have co-presented with 
Harriet at state-wide con-
ferences and been sibling 
ambassadors at Disability 
Pride, Special Olympics 

and other events. Mem-
bers also connect organi-
zations in their areas with 
WisconSibs, Inc to get pro-
gram and network support 
in their area. 
 
WisconSibs Advisory 
Group members invite you 
to consider joining in.   
 
Call or email the  
WisconSibs office for 
details and Advisory 
Group application. 
 
Advisory Group Members: 
 

Megan Bisgard, Waunakee 

Emily Heinz, Milwaukee 
Tracy Schnackenbeck, Madison 
Katy Krantz, Madison 

Sally Mroczkowski, Muskego 
Barb Schlaefer, Madison 
Caitlin Malin, LaCrosse 

Kristin Lanari, Appleton 

WisconSibs Seeks Advisory Members 
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Adult Sibs!  
Join us  

 
Social Night 

Thursday, August 20 
6:00 pm 

at The Source 
Casual restaurant and bar. 

890 Lake Park Rd., Menasha 
www.thesourcepublichouse.com 

 

Come enjoy a relaxed evening with 

other siblings and their guests.  
 

Call or text 920-450-2609 by 

5:00 pm on August 20th if you 
plan to attend.  

 

Sibling Supper 
Seminar  

Tuesday, September 29 
6:00 pm 

Options for  
Independent Living 

555 Country Club Rd, Green Bay  
 

Come see this “state of the art” 

facility filled with ideas for helping 
your sibling (or other family       

members) live more independently. 

FREE 
 

Call or email the WisconSibs office 
to register.  For a ride, meet at the 

WisconSibs office at 5:00 pm 

SIBSHOPS 

New WisconSibs  
Sibshop 2015-2016  

schedule now available  
 

Sibshop on the Farm 

September 19 

2-4 pm  Sibshop 

4-6pm   Family Potluck 

Games, music, fun! 

Nimmer Barn 

8331 County Road M, Larsen, WI 

For complete 2015-2016 Sibshop 

schedule and brochure, visit 

www.wisconsibs.org 

Adult volunteers and 

siblings age 16 or older 

are invited to a  

WisconSibs Sibshop 

Training. 

 

September 19  

9 am—4 pm  

Nimmer Parlor  

8331 Cty Rd M South- Larsen 

 

Call or email the      

WisconSibs office for 

details or to register. 

WisconSibs 

Sibshop Training 

WisconSibs attending national Sibling Leadership Conference  

http://www.ucmission.com


211 E Franklin St. Ste #C 

Appleton, WI  54911 
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Watch for your invitation to this 

fun luncheon and Show-off Your 

Purse-onality shopping experience.  

 

This year featuring WisconSibs   

sisters modeling fall fashions from  
 

Get Involved.  To register FREE 
as a  WisconSib or a WisconSib 
Fan,  to donate, or volunteer, 
visit  
wisconsibs.org/get-involved/ 

 We are Wisconsin siblings of people with 

disabilities. 

 We are role models to our siblings, our 

peers, our friends, and our community. 

 We are caregivers and companions.  

 We advocate with and for our siblings 

for a bright future. 

 As we grow, we play a vital role in the 

quality of life of our siblings. 

http://wisconsibs.org/get-involved/

